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Syllabus
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
Department of Psychology
First Year B.Sc Honours

Course Title Introduction to Philosophy
Course Code: 211709 | Marks:100 |  Credits:4 \ Class Hours 60

Course Description

This course introduces psychology students to the fundamental questions of philosophy and their relevance to
human thought and behavior. It covers key topics such as knowledge, truth, reality, mind—body relation,
values, freedom, and the existence of God. The course emphasizes the connection between philosophical
reasoning and psychological inquiry.

Through lectures, discussions, and debates, students will learn to analyze arguments. It helps psychology

students strengthen critical thinking, logical reasoning, and an understanding of the philosophical foundations
of human behavior.

Course Objectives

The objectives of this course encompass:
* Introduce students to the core areas of philosophy (metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, etc.
* Introduce students to the core areas of philosophy (metaphysics, epistemology, ethics).
*  Familiarize students with major philosophical figures and their contributions.
* Develop students' abilities to understand, analyze, and evaluate philosophical arguments.
*  Enhance students' critical thinking, reasoning, and communication skills.

*  Encourage students to develop their own philosophical perspectives and engage in philosophical
discussions.

Course Learning Qutcomes (CLOs)

After going through the course, students will be able to learn the following outcomes:

CLO1 | Students should be able to define and explain key philosophical terms and concepts.

CLO2 | Students should be able to identify premises and conclusions in arguments, distinguish different types
of arguments, and evaluate their validity and soundness.

CLO3 | Students should be able to apply philosophical methods to analyze problems and develop reasoned
positions on philosophical issues.

CLO4 | Students should be able to formulate their own philosophical perspectives on key issues and support
them with reasoned arguments.

CLOS5 | Students should be able to participate in philosophical discussions, presenting their views clearly and
respectfully, and responding to the arguments of others.

CLO6 | Students should be able to analyze information, identify biases, evaluate evidence, and form well-
reasoned judgments.

CLO7 | Students should be able to apply ethical principles to real-world situations and evaluate the ethical
implications of different actions and decisions.

CLO8 | Students should be able to understand the historical development of philosophical ideas and their
relationship to broader social and cultural contexts.

Mapping of Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) with Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs)
PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO PLO
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
CLOI1 v
CLO2 v v
CLO3 v
CLO4 v v
CLOS v v
CLO6 v v
CLO7 v
CLOS v v v




Course Contents:

SL Topics Teaching & Learning | CLOs
Strategies

1 |Origin, nature & scope of philosophy; Philosophy and its related subjects: |Lecture, Class CLOl,
science, religion, life and common-sense Discussion, CLOS8
[refear B, e @ ifeify; i @3 @7 A T PR - e, 4, | Reading,

G 8 PG /(T Tale/AG @I ] Assignments

2 | Epistemological problems: rationalism, empiricism, criticism and |Lecture, Debate, CLO1,
intuitionism Group Work CLO2,
[eaimfRvsT TR AR : Jam, Sfewsam, [oRam ¢ Te=m 1] CLO3

3 | Object of knowledge: idealism and realism Lecture, Analytical |CLO2,
[@Ita [RTTE : ©I9EvW € I 1] Exercises, Case CLO3

Study

4 |Theories of truth: correspondence theory, coherence theory and pragmatic | Lecture, Group CLO2,
theory Discussion, CLO6
[3Te7 AR TSI : SRS, AT @ ST 1] Critical Analysis

5 | Concept of space, time and matter; Lecture, Question CLOl,
Nature of life: mechanism, vitalism and the concept of emergence Answer, Reflective |CLO3,
[, FTeT @ TG/AF QI AT TR/ : TFIW, AT 8 SRR Writing CLO6
QI 1]

6 |Creation and evolution, theories of evolution: mechanical, teleological, | Lecture, CLO3,
creative and emergent evolution. Multimedia CLO4,
7 G RIS : RaSTam I TR : WS, STierss, JyerwapeT | Presentation, Class | CLO6
@ ST RS 1] Debate

7 | Theories of reality: monism, dualism and pluralism, idealism and|Lecture, Problem CLO2,
materialism. Solving Tasks, CLO3,
[Frel TP Tedawm GIpdm, (A9dM I IWPIM, ©RAM 8| Group Assignment | CLO4
TGAM/IEIM 1]

8 | Nature of mind and mind-body relation. Idea of God: proofs for the Lecture, Case Study, |CLO2,
existence of God. Group Discussion CLO3,
[SCTR A @ (AR-SCST 713 AW/t Il « Scae STpst @NeTaR CLO6
FACTF YR |]

9 | Nature of value and its classification: intrinsic and extrinsic value; Lecture, Debate, CLO3,
Freedom of will and immortality of the soul. Argument CLOG,
[t @gfe @ @7 e : ToswE ¢ sRese; IR FEwel @ | Analysis CLO7
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